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Abstract: The Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) documents the analysis of six 
alternatives (A, B, Modified B, C, D, and E) to allow public wheeled motor vehicle travel on the 
Eldorado National Forest. Alternative A proposes no action. Alternative B allows public wheeled 
motor vehicle travel on 1,847 miles of routes and prohibits cross-country travel. The emphasis of 
this alternative is to provide a high level of motorized recreation opportunities and access across 
the Forest. Modified B allows public wheeled motor vehicle travel on 1,847 miles of routes and 
prohibits cross-country travel. Although the total mileage is the same as Alternative B, the actual 
roads and trails differ in places. This Alternative was developed in response to public comments 
received on the DEIS and provides a high level of motorized recreation opportunities and access 
across the Forest with a high level of diversity of vehicle classes, while still complying with ENF 
LRMP standards and guidelines. Alternative C allows public wheeled motor vehicle travel on 
1,730 miles of routes and prohibits cross-country travel. The emphasis of this alternative is to 
provide a high level of motorized recreation opportunities and address resource concerns. 
Alternative D allows public wheeled motor vehicle travel on 1,548 miles of routes and prohibits 
cross-country travel. The emphasis of this alternative is to provide a balance between providing 
recreational opportunities and reducing effects to resources. Alternative E allows public motor 
vehicle travel on 1,330 miles of routes and prohibits cross-country travel. The emphasis of this 
alternative is to provide greater protection of forest resources and increase opportunities for non-
motorized recreational activities. 



Eldorado National Forest Final EIS 

iv 

 

Table of Contents 

Volume I 
Executive Summary .................................................................................vii 
Chapter 1. Purpose and Need for Action ............................................. 1-1 

Document Structure .............................................................................................. 1-1 
Background ........................................................................................................... 1-2 
Purpose and Need for Action ................................................................................ 1-5 
Proposed Action.................................................................................................... 1-7 
Applicable ENF LRMP Standards & Guidelines .................................................... 1-8 
Decision to be made ............................................................................................. 1-9 
Public Involvement ................................................................................................ 1-9 
Issues.................................................................................................................. 1-10 

Chapter 2. Alternatives, Including the Proposed Action .................... 2-1 
Introduction ........................................................................................................... 2-1 
Alternative Development ....................................................................................... 2-1 
Alternatives Considered in Detail .......................................................................... 2-2 
Alternative A – No Action...................................................................................... 2-2 
Alternative B ......................................................................................................... 2-4 
Modified B – Preferred Alternative........................................................................ 2-8 
Alternative C – Original Proposed Action ........................................................... 2-12 
Alternative D ...................................................................................................... 2-14 
Alternative E ...................................................................................................... 2-17 
Monitoring Strategy ............................................................................................. 2-19 
Implementation Strategy ..................................................................................... 2-20 
Alternatives Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Study .............................. 2-21 
Comparison of Alternatives ................................................................................. 2-27 

Chapter 3. Affected Environment & Environmental 
Consequences ................................................................................... 3-1 
A. Air Quality ......................................................................................................... 3-3 
B. Geology .......................................................................................................... 3-17 



Final EIS  Public Wheeled Motorized Travel Management EIS 

Table of Contents v 

C. Soil Resources ............................................................................................... 3-24 
D. Hydrology and Aquatic Resources ................................................................. 3-33 
E. Range ............................................................................................................. 3-55 
F. Endangered, Threatened, & Sensitive Plant Species ..................................... 3-65 
G. Noxious Weed Risk Assessment.................................................................... 3-89 
H. Wildlife Introduction ........................................................................................ 3-93 
I. Terrestrial Wildlife ............................................................................................ 3-95 
J. Aquatic Wildlife.............................................................................................. 3-167 
K. Facilities........................................................................................................ 3-200 
L. Mineral Resources ........................................................................................ 3-211 
M. Special Uses ................................................................................................ 3-214 
N. Adjacent Land Ownership............................................................................. 3-215 
O. Inventoried Roadless Areas ......................................................................... 3-224 
P. Wild and Scenic Rivers ................................................................................. 3-238 
Q. Wilderness.................................................................................................... 3-249 
R. Socio-economic Environment & Environmental Justice................................ 3-261 
S. Heritage Resources ...................................................................................... 3-267 
T. Law Enforcement .......................................................................................... 3-273 
U. Recreation .................................................................................................... 3-276 
V. Visual Resources.......................................................................................... 3-309 
W. Short Term Uses and Long Term Productivity, Unavoidable Adverse 

Effects, Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources, 
Cumulative Effects....................................................................................... 3-316 

X. Other Required Disclosures.......................................................................... 3-317 
Motorized Density Alternative Maps.................................................................. 3-319 

Chapter 4. Consultation and Coordination .......................................... 4-1 
Literature Cited...................................................................................................... 4-4 
Glossary .............................................................................................................. 4-21 

Volume II:  Appendices 
Appendix A. Public Involvement...........................................................A-1 
Appendix B. List of Public Commenters and Comment Letters 

from Government Agencies..............................................................B-1 
Appendix C. Response to Public Comments.......................................C-1 



Eldorado National Forest Final EIS 

vi 

Appendix D. Wet Season Road and Trail Closure...............................D-1 
Appendix E. Past, Present, and Future Actions ..................................E-1 
Appendix F. Allowed Uses on Roads and Trails ................................. F-1 
Appendix G. NFS ML-2 Roads Not Meeting LRMP Standards and 

Guidelines ..........................................................................................G-1 
Appendix H. Rating of Recreation values and resource concerns 

Associated with NFS ML-1 Roads ....................................................H-1 


	Cover Page
	Abstract
	Table of Contents



